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Forest of Dean* Their ' customs and franchises *, based on
immemorial usage, are embodied in * The Book of Dennis * *.
Every free miner enjoyed the privilege, with the approval of
the King's gaveller, to dig for iron ore or coal where he pleased
within the bounds of the Forest, subject to the payment of
one-third of the profits to the King, and provided he did not
exceed the space within which he could cast the rubbish
away from him. The free miners were organized on the lines
of a craft gild. They alone, with their descendants ' born and
abiding within the bounds of the Forest', and their apprentices
if they had any, enjoyed the liberties of the Forest 2 ; and
they were governed by the regulations of the mine court.
These regulations forbade under-bidding, fixed the price at
which the minerals were to be sold, and prohibited miners
from owning a smithy 3. Other groups of free miners, en-
joying the right to discover and work a mine, existed in the
lead mines of Derbyshire, the Mendip Hills (Somerset) and
Alston (Cumberland), and in the tin mines of Cornwall and
Devon ; but here the organization was sometimes of a looser
character. Thus at the Mendip lead mines any man, f what-
soever he be ', was at liberty " to pick within the Forest of
Mendip and to break the ground where and in what place he
shall think best himself for his own behoof and profit ". A
tenth part of the ore went to the lord of the soil, whose con-
sent was nominally necessary, though he " cannot by the old
custom of the occupation deny him that doth so ask licence " *.
Yet even among the free miners capitalist influences made
themselves felt with the rise of a wealthy class. In the seven-
teenth century many of the independent lead miners of
Derbyshire ceased to own, or partly own, the mines they
worked, and became wage-earners employed by rich owners 6.
1 Printed in Nicholls, Iron Making in the. Forest of Dean, 71 seq.
 *	An invasion of their privileges in 1631 caused an outbreak :   Hist.
MSS. Comm. Cowper, i. 430.
 *	The price regulations were abolished in 1687, but reappeared in 1741.
" Strict custom required that the mines be worked by companies of four
persons called * verns or partners * **: Victoria County History, Gloucester-
shire, ii. 223-224, 228-229.
*	Ibid. Somerset, ii. 367 ;  Gough, The Mines of Mendip, 69 seq. ; Gough,
Mendip Mining Laws (Somerset Record Society Publications, xlv.).   For the
liberties enjoyed by the miners of Alston, see  Victoria County History,
Cumberland, ii. 339 seq.    For Derbyshire, see House of Lords MSS. 1695—
97» PP* 383 seq. ;   Victoria County History, Derbyshire, ii. 326 seq-
*	Victoria County History, Derbyshire, ii. 332, 337.

